RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
The demonstrations brought to light some interesting points. We found many cases where men who could solve the most complicated problems about lenses, yet when given a lens and asked to find the image of a candle flame, would not know on which side of the lens to look for the image. But perhaps the most interesting point was their intense surprise when any mathematical formula gave the right result. They did not seem to realise it was anything but something for which they had to write out proofs in examination papers. The time-table of the mathematical students in those days was so crowded that it was difficult to find a time when they could attend the demonstrations. The classes were small and were given up after two or three years.
The lectures for Part II of the tripos were much strengthened towards the close of this period by a course on electrolysis by Mr Dampier Whetham (now Sir William Dampier, F.R.S.), who had made important researches on this subject in the Laboratory.
The Cavendish Physical Society was founded in 1893 ; it held fortnightly meetings preceded by tea in term time. Its primary object was the discussion of recently published papers on physics. Besides helping to keep the workers in the Laboratory abreast with recent work in physics, it gave them an opportunity of acquiring practice in lecturing, for the majority of the reports on papers were given by the students themselves. The discussions which followed the reading of the report helped to clear up difficulties, and not infrequently suggested subjects for further investigation. Again, a student who had completed a piece of research generally gave an account of the results he had obtained before publishing them. This was often very helpful, as it enabled him to see the points he had not
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